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IN       PART       GOULD       RECEIVE       GO-OPERATION       OF       THE       INDIAN       GOV-
ERNMENT?

FAILING        THAT        WHAT       ARE        YOUR        VIEWS        ON        LEGISLATIVE

ACTION       HERE       TO       THAT      END?        COMPENSATION       WOULD       BE       PAID

IN    RESPECT    OF    PROPERTY.

GLADSTONE
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APPENDIX XVI

LORD HARDWGE'S SPEECH1

A message from Madras states that the Viceroy (Lord Hardinge), in
a speech in reply to Indian addresses, said the position of Indians in South
Africa for some years past had received the most anxious consideration of
the Raj, which was doing all in its power to ensure fair treatment.

He added: "The Union Act of which you complain has in practice the
effect of putting an end to Asiatic emigration to South Africa, though it does
not discriminate in so many words against Asiatics. We, however, have suc-
ceeded in securing the privilege of entry for a limited number of educated
Indians annually, and have also specially endeavoured to secure as favour-
able terms as possible for the Indians already resident in the Union. Our efforts
have resulted in the inclusion of provisions for the right of appeal to the
Court on points of law and definition of domicile in accordance with which
the position of un-indentured Indians is satisfactorily laid down.

"We are at present in communication with Lord Grewe regarding other
restrictions in the Act to which you take exception and we trust our represen-
tations will not be resultless. You urged retaliatory measures by the Raj, but it
is not stated what particular measures are adoptable. We forbade the emigra-
tion of indentured Indians to Natal in 1911, and the Natal planters sent a
delegate to India to beg for a reconsideration of that decision. That shows how
hardly the planters were hit by the stoppage of that emigration, but I am
afraid that it had little effect on South Africa as a whole, and unfortunately
it is not easy to find means whereby India can make its indignation felt by
those holding the reins of Government in South Africa.

"Recently your compatriots in South Africa have taken matters into their
own hands, organising passive resistance to laws which they consider invidious
and unjust, an opinion which we, who are watching their struggles from afar,
cannot but share. They violated those laws with a full knowledge of the
penalties involved, and are ready with all courage and patience to endure the
penalties. In all this they have the deep and burning sympathy of India and

1 This was delivered on November 24, 1913,